
 

  

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

14 

th 

  

CELTIC 

  

  

CONFERENCE IN CLASSICS 

  

  

  

COIMBRA, 11 
th  - 

  

14 
th  July 2023 

  

Faculty of Arts and Humanities   -   University of Coimbra   
    

  

    

SURVEY 

ANALYSIS 

  

  



14th Celtic Conference in Classics – Coimbra, 2023 SURVEY ANALYSIS 

2  

INTRODUCTION 

 

The following work is a deep-analysis of the feedback provided by the participants at the Celtic Conference on 

Classics, hosted in the city of Coimbra in 2023. The scope of this analysis is to design and highlight the strong, and 

weak, points of the CCC-2023. The conference hosted around 450 scholars and experts in the buildings of the Faculty 

of Classic Studies of the University of Coimbra in a multi-days event. As far as the 1st of October 2023, 208 participants 

answered, between them many of the organisers of the 32 panels hosted. 

The Google Form used as questionnaire was divided into different sections. The survey questionnaire is presented 

as appendix to this analysis.  

A preliminary question was focused on the idea to come back to Coimbra in 2025 for the next CCC conference 

to be host in Portugal.  

The first section is focused on the scientific production, and the perception of the positive – or negative – impacts 

of the conference on the own work of the scholar.  

The second section of the questionnaire was focused on the perception of the support, the organization, and 

the venues of the conference.  

The third and last section was focused on the two social activities organized: a cultural visit to the University 

historical UNESCO site and to the Coimbriga Roman ruins, and the final social dinner.  

For each section, more information was asked to the respondents in the form of qualitative questions to gain some 

depth insights on how the participants perceived this enormous event. 

We obtained in total 208 responses, after a total of three calls was sent to the participants to obtain the more 

possible answers. We received 46 responses from panel organisers, with no panel going unanswered by at least one of 

the organisers. 

 

We are publishing the results of the preliminary question and the first section.  

We reserve for the restricted use of the organisers and promoters of the event the answers obtained in sections 2 

and 3, since they deal with organisational and logistical issues. 

 

 

CCC Team members responsible for the Survey analysis: Carmen Soares (Organising Committee) and Davide 

Emanuel Innace (Executive Committee).   
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QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS 
 

Our first question concerns the number of people which will wish to get back to Coimbra. A large majority 

(77,4%) of the people who answered declared their interest in getting back.  

 

 
 

  

161

7 40

YES NO STILL NOT SURE

Coming Back

Figure 1 CCC 2025 in Coimbra - Does the experience at this year's conference motivate you to come back 
to Coimbra in 2025? 
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We also investigated more property the participants who filled the survey. In the below panel we show the 

different participations in the panels: 

 

 

 
We can notice the panel receiving more answers is number 13, the one dedicated at the ethnographic discourse, 

followed by the panel on Ancient Drama, Modern Media. We were able to receive a more than fair number of answers. 

We calculated a mean of 6,5 respondents for panel.  The orange column, instead, represents the number of participants 

for each panel – according to our data on the participation to the event.   
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Figure 2 Number of participants for panel and the actual respondents divided for panel 
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Section 1: Scientific production 
 

 
In the first section of our module, we tried to understand how the participants perceived the scientific outcome of 

their participation in an event as the CCC. The first question asked how the participants perceived the CCC-2023 as 

useful for the dissemination of their results.  

All our results are on a scale from 1 to 6, in which 6 represents always the most satisfaction outcome. We choose 

also a six-grades scale to avoid the middle number. Grades 1 to 3 correspond to a negative evaluation. Grades 4 to 

6 to a positive one. We did not want the participants of the questionnaire to take a middle stance on any issue we have 

presented them.  

In the case of our first answer, we can notice how almost the 50% of the surveyed declared the maximum 

satisfaction possible with the dissemination of the results. If we consider the positive side of our scale, almost the 

95% of the participants expressed a positive outcome. 

 
 

This positive outcome is repeated on our questions concerning the consolidation of their own research and the 

internationalization opportunities offered by such conferences. In this case, the best outcome reaches slightly lower 

results, still very positive: 44,71% and 52,40% respectively.  

 
  

0 2 11 25

72

98

1 2 3 4 5 6

Dissemination

Figure 3 The participation in CCC 2023 has contributed to the dissemination of the research I 
carry out 

1 2 12 32

68

93

1 2 3 4 5 6

Consolidation

Figure 4 The participation in CCC 2023 has contributed to the consolidation 
of the research I carry out 

0 2 9 23

65

109

1 2 3 4 5 6

Internazionalization

Figure 5 The participation in CCC 2023 has contributed to the 
internationalization of the research I carry out 
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Our questions on the networking opportunities offered by the CCC and the general production of knowledge 

gave us even better results. 53% of the participants are completely satisfied with the networking opportunities offered 

by the CCC and the 56% with the production of knowledge of the conference. 

 

 
Our last question of this section was concerning the possibility to publish some contents after the CCC, asked 

only to the panel coordinators. 71% declared their interest in doing something like that.  

 

 

  

0 2 8 32 55

111

1 2 3 4 5 6

Networking

N. Response

Figure 6 The participation in CCC 2023 has contributed to the 
establishment and/or reinforcement of my research networking 

1 1 8 27
54

117

1 2 3 4 5 6

Knowledge

Figure 7 The participation in CCC 2023 has improved my knowledge about 
the topics faced in the panel I attended 

Figure 8 Number of coordinators deciding to publish or not something after the CCC  

45

18

YES NO

Publications for the panel's 
coordinators
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QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS 
 

 
At each section of our questionnaire, we also offered some free space for our respondents to provide feedback 

about the three different sections of our analysis: the social part, the visit and dinner side, and the more academic part 

of the conference itself. Our hypothesis is that the anonymous feedback, together with the questionnaire, can provide 

useful insights for the organization and for the experts participating in such events. 

We obtained a total of 268 written feedback concerning the four topics of our evaluation.  

 

 

Perception on the Academic Value 
 

 

There is no negative attitude perceived toward the conference, which, instead, it is mostly perceived as useful. The 

use of a peculiar terminology by the participants is a reason why our sentiment analysis is biased toward neutrality. Most 

of the comments are written in a scientific, almost academic way. The dictionary we used as part of VADER is not 

capable, in this case, to collect the nuances. Some comments, as “I greatly enjoyed the opportunity to expand my 

knowledge on one research topic in such depth, with top experts. Thank you very much!” (Item 33) can be seen as 

clearly positive feedback. But, if we look at the complexity of the entire statement: 

 

“I greatly enjoyed the opportunity to expand my knowledge on one research topic in such depth, with 

top experts. Thank you very much! The option to present online was also useful, since my flight to 

Coimbra was unfortunately cancelled, so it was good to have the option to present online. I look forward 

to keeping in touch with my new colleagues and research network and am eager that a research 

publication will come out of this conference.” (Item 122) 

 

The entire phrasing it is more scheduled toward a neutral attitude, the verbs and the nouns used fall in a more 

nonpartisan side of our dictionary. Despite that, reading the comment clearly state as how the conference was 

perceived as successful and useful on multiple points of view. 

We can notice certain items were classified as non-positive or neutral, even if a precise reading can notice a 

constructive criticism of the CCC. 

Some comments were openly positive, like: 

“The organisation has been excellent and an appropriate continuation of Anton Powell’s conception of the CCC”. 

(Item 20) 

 

“Panel 27 was a wonderful networking experience, bringing together scholars from numerous countries and 

disciplines.” (Item 23) 
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“The CCC 2023 in Coimbra was the most intellectually stimulating academic conference that I have attended as a 

speaker in my six years of attending conferences.” (Item 44) 

 

“As the founder with Anton Powell of the International Sparta Seminar (ISS), I was delighted at the scientific 

impact of the conference on Spartan studies and at the quality of papers and networking.” (Item 53) 

 

“I thoroughly enjoyed participating in CCC 2023, and it was very beneficial for me on a professional level”. (Item 

78) 

 

“This has been a beautifully-run conference, which has been very welcoming to scholars of all backgrounds, ranks, 

and ages. Everyone with whom I spoke was unanimously positive in their appraisal of this meeting.  It will certainly 

encourage those who attended to return to Portugal and Coimbra (in particular) for academic and other cultural 

purposes.” (Item 82) 

 

“The friendliest large conference I have ever attended; brilliantly organised and I was very moved by the opening 

session. Coimbra was a revelation and I will hope to come back.” (Item 199) 

 

The feedback of a first time attendant to the CCC merits to be quoted in this analysis: 

“As a first time participating as a speaker in a conference I can say it was a very fruitfull 4 days” (Item 29) 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 
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